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Welcome back!
On September 8, 2018, the Fellowship
Committee hosted a Welcome Lunch to
old and new Friends. GFS new parents
were invited for a pre-Worship Quaker
101 session led by Kathy Paulmier and
Daniel Rouse. After Worship, we enjoyed
a lovely lunch together, giving us a
chance to get re-acquainted after a long
hiatus and meet new friends.
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Dinner and a Show at Old Academy!
On Sept 30, 2018, the Fellowship Committee
invited Friends to see Carla Child’s amazing
directorial success, “A Raisin in the Sun”. Before the matinee, we had a delicious soul food
meal upstairs in the banquet room.
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Halloween Cupcakes!
First Day and Nursery Kids created Masterpiece Cupcakes to share during the potluck for
the Quarterly Sessions held at Germantown
Meeting on Oct 28, 2018.
We may have eaten more icing and candy than
actually made it on the cupcakes.
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Giving Thanks!
A beautiful annual event of hanging
our gratitude, written on leaves,
upon the Thanksgiving Tree.
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Two of the most treasured events of the year are the Christmas
Potluck and Carol Sing and the First Day School Pageant.

Page 6

Germantown Monthly Meeting Newsletter

Winter 2018/2019

The Descendant of the Penn Treaty Elm planted at Germantown Friends School
By Ruth Seeley
On November 14, 2018 Randal Whitman, Ruth Seeley and Diane Mallery from Germantown Friends
School watched while Andrew Degothseir, GFS arborist, planted this newest member of the Penn Treaty Elm
family in our graveyard.
Germantown Friends School Class of 1949 has donated the American Elm tree (Ulmus americana)to
GFS. They will hold a special celebration of the tree in May 2019 at the time of their 50th reunion. The sapling is the great, great grand seedling of the Penn Treaty Elm, under which William Penn met with Lenape
Chief Tamanend in 1682 and pledged a treaty of friendship. The original tree fell during a storm on March 5,
1810. Fortunately seedlings, or scions, had been grown from the tree over its lifetime. A seedling from one of
those trees was presented to Haverford College about 1840 and planted on Founders Green. In the early 1900s,
seedlings were taken from this Penn Treaty Elm grandchild. In the fall of 1915, seven were given to the college. Six of the seven later succumbed to Dutch’s Elm Disease (five were removed in 1975 and the sixth in
1982.) The seventh tree, great-grandchild of the Penn Treaty Elm, still stands at the top of Barclay Beach. Our
seedling came from this tree.
Today the site of Penn’s meeting with the Native Americans is a park, Penn Treaty Park by the Delaware River. The tree planted there was grown from Haverford’s elm.
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Trip to Bududa
By Ada Yeomans
This past summer, my mom and I went to a little town in Uganda called Bududa. Fifteen years
ago, just before I was born, both of my parents went to the same small town together. There, they helped
build a vocational school. My parents had told me about the school and the town many times, but their
stories in no way did the place justice. After landing, my mom and I went to stay at a small hotel where
we met Barbara Wybar that afternoon. The next day, we drove the 9 hours on bumpy dirt roads from Entebbe to Bududa.
On arrival, a group of kids ran out to help us carry all of our things up the hill to the guest
house. Even the smallest were amazingly strong, carrying our bags and suitcases up the steep, muddy
trail on their heads. Once we reached the top, I first laid eyes on what would be my home for the duration
of the trip. For the next two weeks, the 5 of us (me, my mom, Barabara, Karen Vaccaro and David Kern)
woke up every morning, ate breakfast cooked by Justine, the woman who helped run the guest house, and
walked the 3 miles to the Bududa Vocational School. Whether we took the main road or the back one,
kids ran out yelling “Mzunga! Mzunga!” (foreigner or white person) and adults came to greet us. Despite
the language barrier, we were able to greet and talk to each other with their bit of English and the few
words we knew in Luguisu. Everyone was so friendly and happy to see us.
At the school, my mom and I helped teach English classes and brought new learning activities
and games for the students. While riding a Boda Boda (motorcycle) for the first time was near the top of
the list, teaching the English classes was definitely one of my favorite parts of the trip. The students were
shocked when we told them to get out of their seats to play a game, because merely standing up in class
was rare for them. But once they relaxed into the idea, they were full of smiles and laughter. Before the
trip, I was worried about teaching people older than myself, but even our first day, everyone was welcoming and eager to learn. We also helped with the orphan sponsorship program, Children of Bududa.
We would go with Martha, the Social Worker, on home visits to check on the houses the orphans were
living in. While some of the living circumstances were upsetting to see, we were able to help make a plan
for the future to fix them in the best way we could. On Saturdays, we got to meet the orphans, play games
with them, and help them write letters to their sponsors.
Almost every night a group of neighborhood kids my age and older came to the guest
house. We would sit on the porch until well past dark, playing cards and talking and laughing. On Sundays, some of them would take us on hikes up into the mountains or to waterfalls. On one of these trips,
we got to stop at the house of a woman my mom had spent time with her last time in Bududa and we met
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her grandchildren. The main misconception people make about Africa is that it is all the same and that
because some of the people who live there don’t have as much money, they are not as happy. A major
thing I learned on my trip is that this is not at all true. In fact, some of the people in Bududa (especially
the children) are happier than some in the U.S. Whereas it is true that there are many unhappy kids, there
are just as many happy ones. While we were visiting my mom’s old friend, we watched her grandkids
play just outside the door. There was a small area of dirt and the kids were in rags, but they had huge
smiles on their faces as they made up games and played without a single toy. Their laughter stayed in my
head long after we had left their house. Seeing the happiness these little kids had (and many others) and
then laughing and smiling each night with my newfound friends, just proved more and more that this misconception is wrong.
I could go on and on about the amazing experience I had in Bududa, but writing about all of it
would take years. Hopefully, I will be able to go back some day, whether that’s next year or 15 years
from now, like my mom. And whether or not I do, I hope that many other people will get to travel there
and have the kind of life altering trip I had.
Saving a Life in Bududa
By Barbara Wybar
The best thing that I did while I was in Bududa in June was save a life. I do not think I have ever
done that before. I went out on a limb to do it and it cost me money, but I just closed my eyes and said to
myself, “I think we are saving a life.”
I arrived in Bududa late in the afternoon, having traveled all day from Entebbe. My neighbor,
Muyama, aged mid 40’s and the mother of seven children, was seated on the ground near where we
parked the car at the base of the hill we live on. She looked weak and ill and pale and said she was not
well. She was with her sister. I really could not attend to her at that time as we had to get to the guest
house in Bududa. The guest house has no road to it, so what usually happens is when the car pulls up, a
swarm of local kids envelope the car wanting to carry anything up to the house. This takes some organizing as it has happened in the past that not all of our goods get to the guest house. So I left Muyama and
planned to see her the next day.
Later, the next day, our guest house director, Justine told me that Muyama was very sick and said that
she smelled. Justine said she had had a hysterectomy at the Bududa Hospital a month ago and she was
suffering from infection from the operation. She had been back to the hospital but the medication that had
been prescribed was not working. Over the years, I have been many times to the Bududa Hospital and
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have been a patient there more than once. I know that it would not be good to have a major operation at
that hospital as it is ill equipped in everyway.
Muyama’s husband was not there and even though he does work he has no money to pay for more
care for his wife. He already struggles to educate their seven children. They are fine young people. I have
been able to help educate one daughter Asha to be a nurse by connecting her with a Canadian NGO that
pays school fees for poor girls in Uganda.
So I planned to take Muyama into the local town, Mbale, one hour away, and take her to a good British doctor, Dr. Jan White, whom I know in Mbale. I had to hire a private taxi to do this and when we
had seen Dr. Jan, she reported, it was an emergency situation and I had to get Muyama to a good surgeon
immediately. Where to go? I had heard of Dr. Mugondi, but I had also heard that he was very expensive.
We took the taxi and went to Mugondi and waited a good part of the day. He saw her and performed
every test possible before telling Muyama and me that she needed another operation. It was almost dark
and raining. The dirt roads are terrible between Mbale and Bududa in the rainy season. Muyama quietly
said, “No”, she did not want to do that. Could the doctor find some other way? I was secretly horrified. I
felt, given all I had heard over the day, that her life was on the line. DrMugondi had told me, while we
were waiting for test results, that if she needed an operation it would cost 4,000,000/= which would be a
little more than $1,000 just for the operation.
Karen Kern, a fellow American that was with me, and I both encouraged her to have the operation.
Mugondi said we cannot force her and if she wanted medication, he could prescribe it for her. He told
me there was a 50/50 chance that the medication would work. That is what she wanted and that is what
she got: IV antibiotics, which she could have administered at home in Bududa. She had an IV port put in
her arm and the medication were assembled in the doctor’s office. I paid and we set off back to Bududa
in the rain and the mud.
Nakuti Madina, one of the orphans we have educated over the years since 2004 that has succeeded
and become a nurse, lives quite close by, and was able to come by and help with the administering of the
IV antibiotics everyday for a week. This was a gift. She knew Muyama and Muyama felt comfortable
with her.
Day by day Muyama seemed to feel a bit better. When the drugs were finished she was a lot better,
but not perfect. She was sore with aches and pains, but gradually they went away. She got her energy
back and her winning smile. Muyama was so pleased to be feeling healthy again. Her children were
happy and her husband was especially thrilled. They all thanked me. I said to myself, “How many times
do you get a chance to save a life?” I feel truly blessed.
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Fellowship Report
by Candice Price
Well, we have been busy little Quakers haven’t we? This Fall, as some of the pictures in the front can
attest, we have had some really fun events already this year. On the first Sunday of September, we came in
with a bang with a Welcome Back Lunch! We invited the new GFS families to join us and Kathy Paulmier
and Daniel Rouse gave an accelerated Quaker 101 session before Worship and everyone was treated to a catered meal after Worship.
Later in the month, about 20 of us took a field trip to Old Academy Players, a teeny historic theater in
East Falls, for Dinner and a Show! where Carla Childs amazingly directed “A Raisin in the Sun”. It got rave
reviews in several publications and they weren’t wrong! It was incredible! We convened in the banquet room
upstairs for a lovely soul food meal before the show and then treated ourselves to the last showing of its run!
We had such a great time TOGETHER! I happen to know that many, many more of us went to see it on other
dates, so I have a challenge for next time: For Carla’s next play, I challenge us to use the opportunity as a
fundraiser for the GMM general fund. If we rent the teeny theater out (96 seats) and sell tickets at a discount,
we have the potential to make over a $1000 AND have a fancier catered meal!
Then, in November, we hosted a Soup and Bread potluck! So yummy!
In December, we hosted our first Movie Night in a long time. There wasn’t much of a showing (HA!),
so we’ll have to try it again perhaps with a better selection! Anyone have suggestions?
The Fellowship Committee is planning some more exciting events soon that should have the potential
to bring us closer as a community. This winter, the Fellowship Committee is planning to bring you an opportunity to host some intimate gatherings in your home like we did last year. We called them “Wine and Cheese”
parties, but there was also a brunch and an afternoon tea that didn’t include alcohol. So this year, you can call
it an “afternoon nosh” or “brunch” or “wine tasting”. It’s your house, your choice! Just make sure your guests
know what the intention is. It’s really a wonderful excuse to get out of the house in the middle of the winter
and see Friends in a different, more relaxed way.
Soon after, in March, we will be having our 2nd Annual Art Show! This time we will be adding a musical component. The hope is that we will have several of our talented GMM musicians volunteer to play an instrument or sing at the opening reception Saturday evening, as we get the first glimpse of the beautiful art our
talented Friends will have shared with us. If you know of someone that is artistically talented or musically talented and you want to invite them to perform or show their work, let me know. Unfortunately, we don’t always know what incredible things our Friends are doing outside of Worship. This is an opportunity to get to
know each other on a whole other level. (cont’d on pg 18)
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Germantown Residents for Economic Alternatives Together:
Taking a neighborhood-scale approach to addressing gentrification and displacement
By Lindsay Stolkey
In the early summer of 2018, I attended a Community Coalition Luncheon at Germantown
Monthly Meeting organized by Greene Street and Germantown Monthly Meetings, and Men Who Care of
Germantown. An issue that was vocalized frequently is that Germantown, following suit with other
neighborhoods of Philadelphia (and every major city across the country), will experience more and more
gentrification and displacement.
For the December Coalition meeting, we invited Michaela Pommels of CoRaJus (Coalition for
Racial Justice) to share a teaser version of a workshop on gentrification. The complexities of the issue
were evident. Some people recognized their desire for improvement countered by a concern of “pushing
others out.” Some called out the role of capitalism. Many recognized their varying histories in the
neighborhood. Our facilitator conveyed that the most problematic symptom of gentrification is displacement. So that we could dig in deeper, all welcomed the full workshop to be shared at a later date, and
opened up to the public.
Many people want to be responsive to this issue, but don’t know what to do. It can feel conflicting
and often, the public conversation doesn’t move past, “Is gentrification good or bad?”, but I believe the
questions should be:
1. Given that development is happening, how can we as a community shape it to better meet the
needs of ourselves and our neighbors?
2. How can we have community ownership and control of development?
3. If we can’t do that to the extent we want, how can we reshape our lives to be less negatively impacted by what we can’t control?”
These questions necessitate others like: Who is “the community?” Whose needs matter most? How
do my needs and desires impact other people?
The solutions to gentrification and displacement are not as straightforward as people would like.
Certain policies can lessen negative impacts, but the necessary change really goes much deeper.
I attended the Coalition luncheons on behalf of Germantown Residents for Economic Alternatives
Together, or “GREAT”. Motivated by a shared concern over current and potential neighborhood change,
GREAT began meeting in the Fall of 2017. Our “members”, mostly strangers to one another prior to this
year, now meet monthly for a potluck dinner. Multiple committees get together in between potlucks and
we’re getting ready for our second Study Group, using resources like Grace Lee Boggs, Linda Stout, Yes!
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Magazine, Cooperation Jackson, and the Arc of Justice. Our first “swap” event is being planned for January, as a way of encouraging sharing, resourcefulness, interdependence locally. Small events like this
could be steps toward creating a time bank.
The Community Land Trust will be one of our bigger projects. We hope to purchase a large house
for community-oriented living where communal meals, collective childcare, and a blend of private and
shared space will provide a nurturing environment to settle into. The space would also serve as gathering
space for GREAT meetings and events. We envision a cooperative farm and a tool library where
neighbors could rent tools more affordably than owning privately.
To impact gentrification and displacement more directly, we will host events that facilitate learning about the issues and connecting to resources. We are also working to have a voice in development decisions through Community Benefits Agreements and building relationships with local developers.
These projects and activities align with our core values, some of which are:
1. We use an approach that is inclusive, rather than divisive, focused on building relationships to
do better together.
2. There’s not a distinction between the “organization” and the people benefiting, we’re all in it
together. We are organizers, movement-builders, and community members, not service-providers.
3. We work at a hyper-local scale within Germantown, but hope to inspire and support other communities in doing similar work.
Strong community is both a necessary component and an outcome of our “strategies” (the triangle), and building community takes time and energy. We invite Friends to help grow this local movement
with us Please reach out to GREATgtown@gmail.com if you’re interested in supporting or getting involved.
You can “Like” our page on Facebook.
Full gentrification workshop: Date/location TBD, tentatively late winter
First swap event: Saturday, January 26th from 1-3pm. Details are on our facebook page:
www.facebook.com/GREATGtown
For more info on the Community Coalition, Anthony Stover is the the Germantown Friends representative.
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Update on the Old Tennis Court Farm
by Rob Smith
Beginnings
In the fall of 2009, a group of GMM members and attenders worked on a plan to convert the old tennis
courts owned by Germantown Friends School (GFS) on Wissahickon Ave next to Cloverly Park into an urban
farm. The tennis court lot, 0.92 acres, had not been used for several decades and was an eyesore for the
neighborhood. The Meeting and School approved its conversion into a neighborhood garden. In the spring of
2010, the newly formed GMM Garden Working Group started a 4' x 50' vegetable plot on the edge of the three
tennis courts. There was no water on site, so in the summer dry spells they carried in water for irrigation. Over
the summer, the vegetables thrived, and the group went forward with their plan to remove the asphalt tennis
courts.
In the spring of 2010, a member of the Garden Group who owned a backhoe pulled up asphalt from
one tennis court, which was hauled away for recycling. The soil under the tennis courts contained layers of
stones and gravel which the group removed by screening the soil. The area of each tennis court was sufficient
for 24 garden plots (12' x 12'). In the fall and winter of 2010, the Garden Group set up a water storage system
using 55-gallon barrels and removed the remainder of the asphalt from the first tennis court. Since neither city
water nor electricity were available, water for irrigation was purchased from neighbors for a few months. The
Garden Group wrote a grant application to a local organization. The grant was approved, and a garden shed
was purchased with the grant funds. In early 2011, after finding that to install a city water line would be quite
expensive, the Garden Group contracted to have an irrigation well drilled. The water quality was tested and
found to be adequate for irrigation. To power the well pump the Garden Group purchased a solar panel and
mounted it on the roof of the shed. They purchased 20+ tons of compost from the Fairmount Park Recycling
Center and provided it free to the gardeners.
Neighborhood Garden
In the spring of 2011, the Garden Group erected a sign along Wissahickon Ave, naming the garden the
Old Tennis Court Farm (OTCF). They organized a community meeting where they explained the plan for a
neighborhood garden. At that community meeting, 20 prospective members signed up to rent plots. Each new
plot renter was in charge of screening their plot but help was available for anyone who needed it. This first
season went very well, as water and compost was available for all the plots. However, since the 350 gallon water storage could only be pumped while the sun was shining, it often ran out during hot summer evenings when
garden members were drawing water. To allow water to be available at any time, the Garden Group purchased
a battery system that was charged by the solar panel. A 3' fence of chicken wire was installed around the garPage 14
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den to keep out animals. The garden thrived and many of the members took home bountiful produce throughout the season. During the summer, Project Flow (a local summer project group for students) helped by installing a gutter and rain barrel on the shed and providing signage for the shed and solar and water systems. In the
fall of 2011 the Garden Group removed the asphalt from the second tennis court and had it recycled, giving
additional area for 24 more garden plots.
The 2012 season went well with many new members taking charge of the new plots from the second
tennis court area. Cold frames were constructed to allow starting seedlings and growing greens in cold
weather. Produce from community plots in the garden was donated to local food kitchens. During the spring
and fall of 2012 there were several workdays of service by OTCF members and GFS students who helped
screen the new plots. One of the very positive benefits of the OTCF was the interaction between gardeners that
enriched the community. Many were neighbors who had never met before!
In the succeeding years, 2013-2015, the Garden Group organized committees to help with publicity,
food distribution, and maintenance, and set regular workdays where members helped to mow the grass, trim
the trees, and weed the fence around the edge of the garden. A grant from a local food coop provided funds to
purchase fruit trees. Apple, pear, persimmon, and paw-paw trees, and raspberries and currents were planted.
The OTCF donated produce to local food charity kitchens. Each year the Garden Group had potluck dinners in
the garden so members could socialize. During these years, teams of students from GFS and from Drexel University helped out with service workdays.
Challenge to the Garden
In 2016, the Garden Group was notified by Germantown Friends School, the owner of the tennis court
lot, that their insurance company required the School either to upgrade the tennis court lot to school safety
standards or to cease the gardening project. The 5' retaining wall at the southeast edge of the lot was a hazard,
and the stone walls and steps needed safety upgrades. The School could not justify spending money to upgrade the lot, and a competing alternative was to sell the lot on the open market. Therefore the Old Tennis
Court Farm was shut down for the 2016 season.
The Plan to Purchase
A group of enthusiastic garden members who were active in promoting and maintaining the adjacent
Cloverly Park, called "Friends of Cloverly Park," were motivated to help the OTCF by organizing a plan to
purchase the lot from GFS. They set up meetings with representatives from Natural Lands (formerly the Natural Lands Trust) and the Neighborhood Gardens Trust and explained our vision for the OTCF, asking these
organizations for advice and help. Natural Lands (NL) is a conservation organization operating in southeast
Pennsylvania that preserves green space by acquiring the development rights to open land that has been doPage 15
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nated or purchased. The Neighborhood Gardens Trust (NGT) is a land preservation arm of the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society that acquires and preserves neighborhood gardens in Philadelphia. They signed an agreement with Germantown United CDC to be the fiscal sponsor for fundraising. Since approximately one third of
the lot has been utilized by two neighbors as their back yards for several decades, it was arranged to split the
tennis court lot into three parcels. The two neighbors would pay for their parcels, which would reduce the cost
for the remaining garden parcel (0.65 acre). As the OTCF is adjacent to Cloverly Park, its open green space
made a compelling case for preservation.
Both NL and the NGT were enthusiastic about supporting the OTCF. Together with these two organizations and along with GFS and the School Committee that oversees it, the Friends of Cloverly Park organized
a plan to purchase the lot from GFS for an assessed price of $277,000. Natural Lands wrote a grant application
to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, and in October 2016 the grant
was awarded for $225,000. (http://www.pahouse.com/Youngblood/InTheNews/NewsRelease/?id=79700).
Since the NL does not run neighborhood gardens, the plan was then to donate the OTCF to the NGT
which has the appropriate experience and insurance to cover neighborhood gardens.
In the summer and fall of 2016, an energetic fundraising campaign by the Friends of Cloverly Park
raised the additional amount necessary from donations to meet the $277,000 purchase price. The money was
held by the fiscal sponsor Germantown United CDC until the final sale of the tennis court lot.
Although the grant from the PA DCED was awarded in October 2016, it took another 18 months to
arrange the purchase of the tennis court lot from GFS. The division of the tennis court lot into three parcels
had to be approved by the City, and the lawyers for GFS had to arrange the wording of the deeds and for the
parcels to be surveyed and stakes placed. In the interim, GFS leased the tennis court lot to the NGT with the
liability covered by NGT's insurance which is suitable for neighborhood gardens. Therefore, in 2017, the
OTCF managers (including the GMM Garden Group and the Friends of Cloverly Park) signed up the OTCF
with NGT, following the rules NGT has established for neighborhood gardens. The 2017 season went very
well. Produce was donated each week during the summer from community plots to local food kitchens, and
the OTCF orchard harvest produced apples, paw-paws, raspberries, blackberries, and currants. Regular editions of the OTCF newsletter give OTCF members the garden news, including priority chores, upcoming
workdays and potluck dinners, and pollinators and pests.
In 2018, the OTCF had an excellent season, with all the plots taken and a long waiting list. The garden
again provided bountiful produce to local food kitchens. New members got tips about soil amendment and cultivation from experienced gardeners. After many months, the surveyor has finally put in surveying stakes so
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the dividing lines between the three lot parcels can be clearly seen.
In the spring of 2018, the sale of the lot by GFS to the neighbors and NL was performed and the deeds
transferred. In the summer of 2018, NL received the funds from the DCED grant to reimburse the purchase.
“The Old Tennis Court Farm has made a significant contribution to its surrounding community
by bringing together gardeners of all ages, races, genders, and financial status to join in collaborative harmony for the good of all. In addition to individual plots, the farm has maintained eight
community service plots specifically for donation to local food security programs, and several
individual gardeners also contributed produce to the community. Over six years, thousands of
pounds of fresh, organic fruit and vegetables were donated to programs such as Whosoever Gospel Mission, SHARE, and others.”
~ The Friends of Cloverly Park
What we have learned
The Garden Group put in countless hours of work at the OTCF and has been extremely gratified by the
response of the community. The OTCF has been a tremendous success that depended upon the contributions
of gardeners, the Friends of Cloverly Park, students from GFS and local colleges, and the administration of
GFS, the School Committee, and Natural Lands and Neighborhood Gardens Trust. The support of local government representatives and the PA Department of Community and Economic Development have been essential. From these very generous contributions, we have learned the value of working together, and the value of a
green space to connect a wide variety of people in our community in ways that would not be possible without
this urban farm.
Over the last 8 years, there have been many mishaps and missteps that we have learned from, including
razing of new seedlings by woodchucks, the dry-stacked stone retaining wall along Wissahickon Avenue falling down, fruit tree saplings knocked over, shadows from nearby trees that required pruning, gardeners who
slacked off and didn't work their plots, and a burglary at the garden tool shed. But overall the experience has
been very positive for all the gardeners.
Natural Lands has deeded the garden to the Neighborhood Gardens Trust, so the OTCF is now owned
by NGT. We believe the OTCF will continue to be in good hands with the NGT. Under the NGT's leadership,
the GMM Garden Group gave the main day-to-day oversight of the OTCF to a small group of dedicated gardeners who live close by to the garden and have signed NGT's standard garden operating agreement. A major
challenge will be to set up self-renewing OTCF committees to provide oversight in the decades to come. We
hope to continue the OTCF as a vibrant green neighborhood garden for growing food and providing an important focus for the community.
Page 17

Germantown Monthly Meeting Newsletter

Winter 2018/2019

(Fellowship Report cont’d from pg. 11) The event we need the most help with is the Wissahickon Fun
Day in May. In the last few years, we have had a hard time getting enough people to attend the annual retreat
to Camp Swatara. It’s a huge event to organize and it also became too expensive to have only a small group of
people show up. So, for the last 2 years, our beloved retreat has been canceled. It was devastating to my family. As an only child, Isaiah has become extremely close to his age group from First Day School over the last
17 years. Now, they are all grown and college graduates living all over the country, but their bond is still so
tight. For him, they became like close cousins. One of the most influential events to that was the retreats every
year. To spend 2 ½ days with some of your favorite friends in the woods, sleeping in cabins, playing, hiking,
building a fire for s’mores; priceless. For me, this community is so important to me. Over the last 20 years, I
have lost a lot of family to death and estrangement. The Meeting is my family in a lot of ways and so I looked
forward to our retreats as a time to have real quality family time with some of my favorite people.
For anyone that has never been at the Camp Swatara retreat, we would participate in many organized
activities and, more importantly, free time to just be with each other. We’d arrive Friday evening and have a
simple dinner and play get-to-know-you games or make a craft with the kids. On Saturday, we’d start with
Worship and then the kids would peel off to have a fun activity and the adults would usually participate in
some kind of spiritual workshop. They were very thought provoking, interactive, and fun! In the afternoon, we
would have free time which included a traditional hike up the rock mountain for the brave of heart and
strength of body. Or an easy going stroll through the forest. Or board games. Or just a NAP! That’s a novel
idea! Yes, you could read a book, too! Saturday night, we have, at times, had singing and square dancing, but
always a bon fire to make s’mores. One year, I remember the moon was so full that we walked, in what is usually pitch black, all the way down the long path to the pond with no flash lights! The stars and moon were
amazing out there way beyond the city lights! On Sunday, we’d have Worship and more of the fun from Saturday and then head home after lunch. Such good times!
Well, I say all this to say, I am hoping that we, as a community, can create an alternative. A one day
“retreat” or “stay-cation” at the Wissahickon Creek with all the same elements we enjoyed at Camp Swatara.
Hikes and nature walks, bike rides and art. Free play and organized team games. Of course, a picnic at Blue
Bell field! I’m hoping that someone has some good suggestions on how we can have a spiritual workshop of
some kind or Worship in the forest. I already have some volunteers; Peter Yeomans has volunteered to lead a
bike adventure on the trails, Kate Yeomans has volunteered to lead a hike. Anders, a skilled horticulturalist,
has volunteered to lead a nature tour. I have some folks in mind to ask so I will be coming around with a signup sheet, but if you come to me, it’ll save me some steps!
Let’s be together as much as we can. Life is short and, for some of us, it can be lonely without you.
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